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I hoppenod to be In Tokye at the |

Ume of what s cidled, in inner dip-
lemalde ¢ the Household Plot
How peatlv 1t sueceeded n pmbrolling

(elus,

the Uinited States and Japan only Ave
wen kiow In dotndl,  The first ot
these b Sie Arthur Start, the British

ambassador to the mikado's dourt,
The socoud in the Chinese minlsior.
The third Is mysell. Tha fourth in
Countl Okumn, the astute one-legged
watesmn, who has been o moviog
powaer in Japanese affairs since the
roform ern bogan—or was, until the
ovants thot | shall deseribe ocourred
The L s Doctor Fong, nnd where
be s nobody knows

1 was not in Japan In any oficind
eapneity 1 wus thero renewing my ao
quiintance with old seetien and per
#ons, when Sir Arthur, from whom 1

had parted the night before, an the oc- :
doaot.” endd Slr Arthur, who haa besn

easlon of Lady Sturt's reception, and,
we | thought, probably forever—since
I wak plipning to gafl for Shanghal—
gent for o by a spocinl embassy mes.
sengor

I kuew that some matter of the
grnvest inport must have bappered to
cause: Lilm to summon me at eight
o'clock in the morning.  The enuse
wan pirtly revenlod, howover, whan,
oft biritglng mo my Lreakiost, my Chl-
nese boy Iutormed me that his mal
esty, Mutsuhito, empuror of Japan,
was dying

I had known of the precarions con-
ditlon of hile health, and that the fatal
alimax of hin wosting dlsease might
oceur nt nlmost any thme; weild, the
ghook seemisd o hnve been very sud-
Mon, for when 1 sndd goodby to 8ir
Arthur, the evenlng beders,  hils
majosty wis reporiod to b in excel
lent health,

I had a 'vickshs enlled and hastily
minde my woy (ote the embassy com-
pound, whero the ambassndor's secre-
tary wos awaiting me with n very
grave exprogsion upon his face,

“You have heard the mnewa?”
eshed, "His majesty—"

“Is dead!"” T exclaimed.

“He has been dead two days"
enawared.

This newn was confirmed by Sle Ar
thur, who looked aven graver as he
motioned me to a chalr

1 have been told, Mr. X—" he
bogan, “that you have n more lntlmate
acquuintance with the court life of
Japan than any man aince Hertram
Mitfora”

“Your exoellency n very kind 1
begnn, but 8ir Arthur out me short,

“iln 18 no timo for compliments,”™
he duterrovted brosauely “1 have
fuel been Informed thut the emperor's
deaih hius been Kept socrot these two
days for the gravest retsons You
are, 1 helleve, porsonally aegualnted
with Count Okuma ™"

“As everybody 18" | answered. For
Count Okuma, stumping around on his
woodon leg—1he other wus destroyed
years ngo hy a funntie's bomb:
Okumn, the friend of toreigners, the
man whose alfectntion of the simple
Nfe 1ed him to earry home his own
laundry; (kuma, the patron of wost-
ern learning, the willesl snd most
astute of the complex-minded advisers
of the late omperor, wans the most ac-
cearible and friendly of men.

“I am tnformed, hoyond the posalbils
ity of doubt,” suld the ambassador
“that Okuma has sow In his pocket an
ultimatum to be presented to the
Amerienn ministor this aflternoon, at
the palnoe.”

I saw nt onee the meaning of the
connpirkoy of silence, Mutsuhito, of
course, would never have sanctioned
war witn the (nited States; and
Yoshihito, his hede, and now in theory,
though not In faect, emperor of Jupan,
was even more firmly pro Ameriean,
The Interregnum, thus artificinily cre
stod, wan to ko utilized by Count
Okumn and the eabal which he had
formed for the purpose of an attack
upan the Philippines.

“The pume of uie late moajesty was
forged Lo this document, which in writ-
len on the reguintion thick red stale
note paper,” continued Sir Arthur
“"Jugon aemands thot the United Staton
evacuale the Phitippinea within o
weok. And vou see how this affects
Oreat Britnan.’

| eertalnly did. As & treaty ally of
Japan, Englang would be compelled
to stand naide, II she did not partiel-
pate in Lho witaok, [opotent o aid
Ameriea. Her notion wonld doubtiess
be construcd as an alllance witn
Japan, or at (vast a participancy In
her troachery, and the people of the
United Sistes, stung to the qgulek,
would eertainly declars war upon Kng
Iand, with results localeulanly evil 0
bumnnlty

Ana, with all respect to the valor of
Ameoriean arms, to neud the Pnllip
pines spuinst Jepan would pe ans all
strelogists are sware, & miitary im
possibiitty.  Mamia must wil ook oo
fore reaentorcements areived; and,
without a bass, without adequate
tranuportation mwotlities, now coula the
United diates hope to throw an army

he

he

ol nuil a milhon men wto the arcol |

polago, (0 cope sucosasfully with tne
warirames velerans of Jepun?

Nay, asSuUmISg @ Dase on & nearby
isiana, now could that country trans-

-

port more than fifty thousand troopa
ul o single voyage, and how could
these Afty thousand hold out while
the trapgports went back for more?
It i the old story of the fox, the goose
ndd the bag of onts,

On  this acconnt 1 have always
gtrongly urged the abandonment of
the Phllippines. which will one day
Jrove o bitter disillusionment to the
United Stotes,

Now | renlized the ramifications of
the consplracy. 1t was for this pur
poss that the war syndicate, which
waus aocking to embroll England and
Amerien on behalf of Germuny, had
taken up the Intest Jupanese loan at
four per cont, inwtead of the five which
the imperia]l government hind had to
pny for & last lssue.  The scheme
wite a0 clenr ne duylight

“You underdtand the situstion, no
watehing my faee clogely

“Botirely, your excellency,” 1 ane
awered. "It Is necossary for un to ob-
taln that document before the count
can present i

“Yoes, wilelh means hofore sundown
when, sluen Mutsubilio’s detith ean be
concendod no longer, Yoghihito will be
notified of his aocossion Lo the throne

The doctiment will nndoubt edly be pre.
#oented to the American minister at
the palnce, the coumt occupyibg the
sifte of the minlster o walling
thure” |

It may be strange that the hefr to
the throne could have beon kept two
days in lgnornnee of his father's death
—-gtrange to oune jgnarant of Japancese
remony: but notl to one aware
thiat the empeoror, as & divine belng,
mny not be touched, or even seen, by
the menbers of Lils own family, ox
eept at hin demand.

I would pleture the dend monarch

COUrE o

bohind y drnwn soreens in the death
chnmber; the dootor, Tearfully per-
forming the last medleal rites; and

the lmperial family, wailing In ante-
chinmbers for thelr god's pormigsion
to bid him farewell before his (rans
latien to the eelestinl spheres.

“My  Information” continusd Sir
Arthur, “ecomen from the Chinese min
luter, who vovchos for ite peouracy.
ASs you know, he is o warm friend ot
Amerien, nnd he hns methods of his
own for making such discoveries, The
Ohinoss kpy svstem I8 greatly in ad-
vance of the Japanese. Yot ] am o
Httle unepsy for fear of @ome subtle
trick having been Iald for me, and 1
nam atxious to obtaln your advice, on
aevount of your avquaintance with the
fnner affales of Japanese court tfe'

Hip exeolleney'n reference to my ot
tache days, when It was gald, 1 be
Hove, that 1T was the only European
gequalnted with the ramifieations of
politleatl intrigue in what was still
celled the Hermit kingdom, touched
me.  Sir Arthur hoad o good memory,
when bo chove to give It play. St
those were tho early daye of Mel)l, an
the new ern is culled, and things are
different now,

“In briet” continued the ambassa-
dor, “the Chinese minister asks me to
place mywself in the hands of Dactor
Fong, the (hird eourt physiciin. Did
you ever hear of him?

Hear of Fong? A shadowy fipure
suddenly leaped Into my mind, per-
fectly outlined, I remembercd Doclor
Fong porfectly,

An accomplished Chinere scholar,
he had boen employed years before in
the medical department of the Jipss |
nese legation in Peking, What his du
ties had been i= immoterinl; but he
was connectod—{fulsely, | belleve, with
the mysterions death of the prodeces-
gor of the Iate empress dowagor, Tal.

An, the DOrat wile of the penultimate
emprror of the extinet dynasty,

Fong had been put on trial for mur-
dor, had been acqguitted and had later
become head of the departmont of
tropleal medieine at the Univeraity of |
Osakn, The government subsoquently
removed him from his post, and he
had lived a lonoly and embittered 1,
blaming the caure of his downfell
upon Count Okumn, The knowledge
of this made me beliove that Fong
would prove of genulne servies to us.

I knew that the late emperor’s myns-
terlous digeass had been a form ot
beriberl, & mulignunt, ehronie Kind pe
culinr 1o the Igland of Hondo, and |
surmised that Dector Fougs knowl-
edge of troplenl digenses had brought
um back o favor as one of the Im-
perial attendants, | communicated all
thaxe facts to Sir Arthur

“Then wlil sou accompany me to
the po'ace at once?” he peked me.
“aoh of the ambasssdors has a sulte
¢t npart for nim there; and we can
mterview our man unmolested.”

I nspented nt once, and, a few min-
utes later, wo wore bowhing theough
the wsirests In one of the embasay
‘rlokehuge. A run of thity minutes
brought os to the palace grounas, and
shortly afterward we were in the am-
bansador's quarters, consisting ol Lwo
or three spacious roocwms on the segond
toor.

Although there was no outward ugn
ot iamentation, something in the at-
mosphere of the interlor showed tha!
the news of Mutsuhito's death nad at
ready become common property.

Thers was gloom upon the [aces of

slippers. At the far end of the long
pussage, at the back entranee to the
state apartments, we saw an anzlous
throng assembled, and, ns we were
about to enter the ambassador's rooms,
we saw the crowd suddenly prosirate
itaell an n tiny lady, attired In & Bo.
ropean court dress, with low nock and
sweeping tradn upheld by four pages,
passed by.

“Her highness, the royal concubine,
Oturn,” explained the umbassudor.
"Let's got Inslde before we moet hor.
Sometimes one requires tact in mests
ing eertaln court situations, don't you
know,"

Inside the rooms a tall man, with a
clean-shaven, anxious fuce, wis soated
beslde the fire, reading the Dally Her-
ald. As we entered, he sprang to his
foet, and 1T recognized the American
miniater.

“"How do von do, Sir Arthur?* he
ceried heartily. “Have you heard the
newa?  His mujesty s dylag, | got
the tip from my Chirese boy and hur
rled round to be In attendanos.”

“Yes, it In very sod” said Sir Ar
thur solemnly.

“Hls cnve s considered hopeless, 1
belleve,” continued the American min.
ister. “At least | met Count Okuma
on my way, and he looked very de-
spondent. What a charming, enlight-
ened man the count {s! He was so
friendly, in spite of his preocoupation,
that | was almost tempted to suggest
culling in Doctor Phineas, of our legn-
tion, who took his degree at Johns
Hopkine. However—would you have
suggested 12"

“It 19 always a litle dublous, mak-
Ing  supgestions,” sald Sir Arthur
thoughtrully.

“Hut Count Okuma I8 so transpar-
ently simple--just like one of us,’
enid the American minister. 1 really
wanted—however, I've no doubt these

Fong Walked Stralght to the Count.

ning to chloroform the count, 1 hope?
he continued. “1 cannot counte
nance—"

“Ubloroform? The invention of a
barbarian? murmured Doctor Fong
contemptuously, “Wae discarded ehlo-
roform In B. C, 1774, There Is no need
to uke chloroform, nor the opportunity.
Besides, it always requires methodical
applicution, and cannot bo used upon
a man against his will. No" He
picked up a plece of note paper thal
lay upon the table. “This represenis
the document, your excellency, and
you nre now dellvering It to me. Hold
it firmly in your right hund, so. Now
have the goodness to look carefully at
this vial.  Observe the twinkling
lights—"

1 thought at firet that Doctor Fong
wan (rying to hypnotize the ambassa-
dor, for be held the vial closely under
his foce. Then I saw that Sir Arthur
was standing as rigid as a statue, hin
eyes fixed firmly upon the vial; but
there was not the smallest expreasion
upon his faco, and he was as rigid as
a cataleptie. | knew that catalepay
cunnot be Induced Immediately by
bhypnotism. | could not delect the
alightest odor from the vial,

Doctor Fong opened the ambassas
dor's fingers and took the paper, Turs
Ing toward the table, he took up & pen
and wrote something upon it Then
he replaced it between Sir Arthur's
fingers, recorked the vial, and placed
It in his pocket. Hall & minute Inter
I saw Bir Arthur's muscies lose thelr
rigldity and the natural expression
come back to his face.

“Hut you bave taken it away,” he
fald,

“The wvial?"
biandly.

“You nsked me to look at it," said
Sir Arthur.

"No, nn, your excellency.

inguired the doctor

1 should

| I i |4 | ."
Tl
1A

“Her Imperial Highness," He Began,

Holding the Vial Beneath His Nose.

Japanese doctorn are competent to |

handle the situation, 1 won't keep you,
Sir Arthur, but £ 1 bear of any devel-
opmuotits in the situation, | shall let
you know at once,”

“I am infinitely obliged to you, my
dear collengue,” roeplied Sier Arthur,
shaking him warmly by the hand.

“Do you know,” he wsald to -me,
when the minister had gone, “that sort
of man makes the best possible am-
bassador? Directness, gullelessness
are awlfully puzaling for the sophistl
catod Japanese mind. However—here
s our friend."

Doctor Fong was just entering the
doorway, and, though It was years
since 1 had seon him, T knew him ims
medintely. The yellow, wrinkled skin
looked ns much like parchment, the
wiry, thin mustache siill drooped
blackly on elther side of the sensl
tive mouth, and the eyes, behind thelr
hopvy econvex lenses, were shrowd,
kindly, and yet impenetrable,

Boctor Fong murmiured my name as
he shook hands with me.

“I sen you hnve n long memory for
Ineen, doctor,” sald Sir Arthur.

“I never forget anything,” replied
Fong quletly.

“Mr. X—— 15 to be trusted implicit-
Iy,” #nid Sir Arthur, “He uoderstands
the entlre sltuation, and thoroughly in-
dorses your ability.”

“1 am delighted,” murmured Fong,
In his monotonoun, soit tone. “And
pow, we will begin by trusting one an-
other completely in this affale. It In
your excelloncy's desire to obtaln a
certaln document now in the porsen-
glon of n distinguished diplomntist?”

“If it ean be done houestly,” sald
8ir Arthur. "I mean,” he added, "1
cannot counfenance any objectionable
methods, Confound it, Doctor Foog.
we have got to get possession of that
gocument before sundown,” he added.
“Where in 1tT"

“Upom the permon of the dlstin
gtitshed diplomatist,’ anpswered the
doctor,

“How can you get it?"

“Wiil you permit me to show your
excellency (n pantomime?™ Inguired
Fong.

“Uertainly,” sald Sir Arthur, grow-
ing evidently interssted as ne saw (De
doctor take s small phiai from bis

have sald, look at the paper,” replied
Doetor Fong,

Bir Arthur turned the paper up.
Upon the other side was written:

“This is to certify that 1 have com-
plete conlidence in Doctor Fong."

“You are not conscious of the lapae
of any interval of time sinee | begun
this experiment, your excellenoy?”
Fong nquired.

“You have been asleop for a couple
of minuten,” | explained, ns Sir Ar-
thur looked from the paper to us in
bewilderment. And it ook a couple
of minutes more before we could get
hMm to understand, Then Fong ex-
plained.

“Extract of venatica,” he explained,
taking out the vial und tapping It
with his lean forellnger. “The For-
mosan  head-hunters are seguainted
with its peculiar properties, In Chlna
we use something better. However,
this enubles them to get hends. The
drug not only produces immediate un-
consclousness, when fnhaled-—you
were Inhaling it when you thought
you were looking at it—but there i
to remembrance, after awakening, of
unything that has hapgened since the
first inhalation."

All the Innate pharisalsm of the
Englishman came to the surface ns
Sir Arthur answored .

“I ean't countenance that method,
doctor,” lhe enld, a little pompously,
and, | thought, a lttle humiliated.
“Hut If you think you can get the doe-
gment in—"

“1 understand, your excellency.” re-
plied Doctor Foog blandly. “The doe-
ument is the first consideration, after
which we can proceed to analyze the
means we have omployed. Ry the
way, his majesty’s end in expected st
any moment now, and | must return to
my post of duty. You can trust me,
vour excellency,” he added, an he
bowed himwelfl through the door.

At five o'clock we were stlil in Bir
Arthur's quarters, The American
minister haa returned twice, to lnform
us that Mutsuhito was at death's door
‘I'ne French minister nad looked in to
tell 8ir Arthur that, according to &
palace rumor, the emperor

early in the alternoon. At
of the corridor the ¢rowd of

had died
the ond | fully™
courtiers

Imperinl  princes paseed inte
mikndo's anleroom.

It was & few minutes after five
when a distant murmur, like the dron-
ing of bees, made itsell audible. It
rose nid ewellod into a_mourning din.
The ymperor was ofielally dead,

The sound of lamentations filled the
paluce, From our window we eould
see that o vast throng had assemblod
In the grounds, and, rippling from cne
to nnother, the sound was taken up
untll it seemed os though the entire
people walled In unison,

“Count Okuma I8 ready to etrike
Heaven grant that Fong does not fall
us,” snid 8ir Arthur, turning to me.
Then, doubtfully: “Cam you nssure
me on your honor that I was rendered
unconsclons?"”

Refore I could assure him, a tap
sounded on the door, and a page ap
peared. He announced that (Count
Okuma requested the honor of Sir
Arthur's presence in his apartment

Wo went down the corridor in the
page's wake, untll we came to the lt
tle room that Okumn occupled, It
wis flled with the ambassndors and
ministers of the various powers

It was furnisbed with a Spartan
simplieity, which Okuma, who wns o
good deal of a demagogue, affected,
hoping therchy to set an example of
frugality to the rising generation, snd
ignorant, like all demagogues, that the
people saw through his pose. There
wis a low Jupaneae coueh, eoncealed
in part by n low screen, a bhronie
Buddha uwpon a pedestal, a charcoal
box, a hibachi, » writing table, n desk
heaped nlgh with papers, and a num-
ber of chalrs,

1 perceived that the Amerienn min
tater alone was abaent.

Count Okumn wis seatod at his
denk, facing us, hin wooden leg thrust
out before him, and an expression of
remarkauble  gullelegsness  on  bie
smooth-<haven face.
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20u0000 I '“'""w‘_ the palace attendants, shuffling to and | pocket, balf full of a clear, alightly | was oconstantly promtrating itself as | the Chinaman, rotiring obsequiously
fro along the corridors in their feit [ opalescent liquid. “You are not pian- | one or other of the royal ladies and [ beckward.
the |  And [t was evident that Count

Okuma had not the slightest suspiclon
of what hud happonped. Sir Arthur
hnd stepped hastily back to his nide,
and the American minister was in the
room.

“I have the great sorrow of an-
nounging to you, sir, the demise of hia
imperial majosty, ten minutes ago.”
gild Count Okuma to the minister,

With a few mormuyred words of son
row, the minister quickly produced a
written memorandum of condolencs,
which the eonnt placed among the
others on hip desk.

“Your excellency,” bo ocontinued,
“ihore 18 a communication of some Im:
portanes which [ have to make to
you on behalf of the imperial Japanese
government I do so, for reasons
which this communication mukes np
parent In the presence of his exesl
leney, the British ambassador.”

And he handed the minister the red
envelope

The American minister took the en-
yolope and, bowing, withdrow. He
hesitated at the door, and seemed de
girous of addressing Sir Arthur, but
wie latter hurried past him to his
apartment and we loft together & few
minutes later, as the thunder of guns
sunouneed the weeession of Yoshk
hito, the new emperor of Japan,

How nearly # great war between
Japan and Americn, and another be
tween the two Englishspeaking na.
tlons, was frustraled, becomes cléne
from the following letter, which 1 re
colved from Sir Arthur In Shanghal:

“Phe Amerean minister ealled on
me at ten o'clock the morning of the
diky you loft,

“*1 pever heard that the Japanese
were an nbeentminded poopls, Sir Ar
thoe, Mo sald, Toughingly, ‘but this Is
too good (o hold.  Permit me lo show
you what Count Okuma handed to me
Inst night. | telephoned to ask It »

“Oeotlemen,’” sald the connt, rising,
“I bave the deep worrow of announe
ing to you the demise of his hoperial
majesly fAive minutes ago.”

Immedintigly each of the repregsenta.
tives, Sir Arthur Included, produeed o
written memorandum of condolence,
which he handed (o the count with a
bow and n fow conventionsl words, It
wnd an interesting comedy, not the

mistike had been mude, but the count
had been taken 1 aud was ln bed, his
georetary told me

and he pullod the red envelops oyt
of his porket and handed me—Coant
Oknma's lwundey Hst! Three paira of
glik polamas, & dozen lnen bandker
ehiefs, and numerous other ftems
prove that the count’s Spartan sim
pHelty 8 more apparent than real. No

least nmusing part being Okuma's ex-
presafon of surprise and pleasurs ot
theso tokens of luternationnl eympa-
thy with Jupan, |

AR we were about to lenve, amang |
the others, Count Okuma called to Sir |
Arthyr and asked him to remaln be
hind.

“One momant, Bir Arthur,” he sald, |
with o charming smile. “It 18 to be my |
pleasure to address o communication
to your colleague from Washington, |
who will be here in a moment, and, as |
our ally, it would he felleltous for |
you to be present.”

He looked keenly Into 8ir Arthurs
face as he snoke, and | saw that tae
Britlsh ambassador's expression wos
almoust an gullolews as the count's.

Wa walted. Preaently we heard
footatops at the ferther end of the
passage. The Ameriean minister wis
on his way to the eount's room. |

Okuma, turning from ue, began to
riommage among the heap of papers
upon the desk before him, which ap-
penred to conslst largely of bills and
household recelpts, untll he came upon
a red envelope, of legal size, unfas
tened, and evidently containing the
ultimatum,

He took It in his hand and stood,
propping himssl! apon his wooden leg,
his whole expresslon that of u eharm
ing man of the world. If the momen-
tous minute affected him, thers was
no sign of It In his aspect. And the
foolsteps were drawlong neater,

Suddenly the face of Doctor Fong
appeared ut the door. He bowed low
befors the count; for the first time, |
Raw the count's expression change,

Did he suspoet Fong at that moment
and remember the man's grievance
mgainst nim? It was one of thosne
deamatic moments when nothing
sald, nothing done, and yot ono seems
to fenl the thoughts of others,

Fong walked stralght to the count
“Her tmpeorial highnosa—" he began.
and held the vial beneath his nose,

The expression that had byen on
Count Okumi's face was sl there
but It seemed to have been frozen
there; and he remained In exactiy the
same position ns he had oceupled,
plightly lenning upon hia wooden leg,
the envelope botween his fingers,

“Good Lord! Was 1 ke that?
heard Sir Arthur whisper, as Fong
gently opened the counl's fingers and
look the envelope.

1 heard the slight click as the thumb
and fingers eame together ngnin.

Hastlly Fong slipped the inclosure
out of the envelope. From the desk
he grabbed up a bill or letter, which
he placed inslde. | did not see what
he did with the document, but when
he turned back, his hands were empty

“Could your excellency find some
pretext to hold the Ameriean minister
at the door for n minute?' Fong nsked,

Bir Arthur stepped nastily into the
doorway, where the minister was just
arriving. 1 saw Fong sllp the vial
back into the pocket and replace the
red envelope belwesn the froren
count’s fingers. And then, as the doc-
tor steppea baek, | saw the eount's
consclousnasa return as Instantly an a
rippie goos across wheat. Every mus
clo resumed Its functions at the same
moment.

“ia greatly indisposed as a conse
quence of his majesty’s transiation,’
continued Fong,

“f greatly regret to hear it an-
swared the count “1 sabhall prostrate
mysolf before ber later in the after
poon. You are atiending ner care-

wonder thut Okuma wus taken th at
teir the dincovery.

"I owe you a thousand thanks for
your assisiance IWetor Fong's o
vonge had wll the Chinese subtiety,
did 1t pot? But | often wonder wheth.
fr the lagndryman received 8 come
munleation Instrocting him to aban
don his premisen under threat of naval
intervention.”

FOR PROLONGATION OF YOUTH

At 35 Unmarried Woman Still Has
Hope—At 50 or 60 Man Cannot
Be Called Aged.

If thers be any one (hing that dis
tngulsnes our oee from  the agos
which huve preceded it It 1s the pro-
iongation of youth, remarks the Hoch
sster Post-Kxpress, Formerly a girl
who dul not marry before her twenty
sixth summor wan looked upon s
pasan, AL thirty five. if she remainod
unwedded, she was describod as a con-
lirmod ol muld, Now she may be
young at twenty-wix, and uo sane per
pon considera her unmarringeablo at
Lhirty-live,

A mun 18 no longer old at Ofty, or
aven st alxty. Aas br. C. W. Saloaby,
A London physician who khows some
thing about payvelivloky, admirably
putk It: "I your urterles are soft, o
you still ballove in lifo and love and
friondahip und the future, it does not
mutter o struw Low old your body may
he; you are still young, for your soul
I8 young, and yvouth is a state of the
Woul”  He mids that the revolution
which Is taking place in our lens of
¥oulh nnd age means the unlon of two
procious things, onthusiosm and ox
perienee, which (o our ancostors np
penred  Incompatibie,

One result of the change must be
thut we ahall have fower youthful
prodigles.  William Pitt was  prime
ministor of England st twenty-four,
but in the future politiclans Im the
varly twenties will bo only “boy ors
tora”  Tho statesmen of forty will
bo only in tho stage of apprentice
ship for the work of government
Youth will have to walt longer be
caune it will lnst longer, Withal, ago
will be genial, not harsh, and the
young may learn from those who,
though growing old, still retain the
spirit of youth, how to enjoy the pass
ing years winaly,

Precious Stones.

It fs not delinitely known how the
namos of certain months beoume niso-
clated with the nmpes of cortaln
stonew,  IL I8 chougnt, however, that
there Is m relation, real or supposed,
bitwoen the character of the month
and the stone which has coms to rep-
resent it April, for mstance, marks
the beginning of #pring weathor, when
the kun ahines briliantiy In contrast
with the winter sun and the dinmond
appropriately ropresents this month.
In May groen folinge appears, and the
omernid 18 thercfore a Hiling gom.
‘There are many different llsts of
months and the birthstones assigned
to tnem, but the one which tollows 18
commonly accepted. It was adopted
by the American Nattonal Retall Jews
elers’ In convention, August 8, 1918:
Jnnuary, garnet; February, i
March, bloodstons and mmt
Aprll, diamond; Masy, emernid; Juns,
m and -om:::n: July, ruby; Aw

sapphire

“With the utmost oare,’ snswered




